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NEW EDUCATION REQUIREMENT FOR LAWYERS MAY LEAD TO A
SCRAMBLE TO SAVE THEIR LAW LICENSE

lllinois Lawyers Face New Impending Education Deadline

This year marks the first time that lllinois attorneys are required to participate in continuing legal
education as a requirement for maintaining their law license. lllinois has joined over 43 other states that
have implemented a continuing legal education (“CLE”) requirement for attorneys. The first deadline for
approximately half of lllinois’ 82,380 attorneys is June 30, 2008.

The failure to obtain CLE credit is severe; removal from the Master Roll of lllinois attorneys. In
implementing the new requirement, the lllinois Supreme Court created the Minimum Continuing Legal
Education Board (“MCLE Board”) to oversee and administer the CLE system. The MCLE Board accredits
education providers such as ApexCLE.com, reviews program qualifications, notifies attorneys of their
obligation and will perform audits to confirm that attorneys have completed their CLE requirement.

Half of lllinois’ 82,380 attorneys must complete 20 hours of CLE by June 30, 2008. This includes all
attorneys with last names beginning A through M. The second half of the alphabet must complete their
requirement by June 30, 2009. The number of hours of required CLE increases in steps up to 30 hours in
2010.

Attorney clients would be wise to check with their lawyers to verify they have met the new lllinois
requirement for accredited CLE courses. An attorney that fails to complete the CLE requirement by June
30, 2008 may have their name removed from the Master Roll of lllinois attorneys if they remain out of
compliance. Removal for failure to comply with the CLE requirement renders the attorney ineligible to
practice law in lllinois. The loss of a license carries with it potential complications with malpractice
insurance, court appearances, rendering legal advice and a possible ethical violation if the attorney
continues to practice law without a license. The failure to complete the CLE requirement, in and of itself,
is not an ethical violation. But, continuing to practice law when ineligible is a violation of Rule 5.5 of the



Rules of Professional Conduct and may subject the attorney to sanctions ranging from a reprimand to
disbarment.

The Classroom Goes Virtual

Attorneys have many options for fulfilling the new CLE requirement ranging from the typical classroom
to the highest level of internet technology. ApexCLE.com blends state of the art technology, internet
video delivery with nationally recognized speakers to deliver the most convenient CLE in the country.
David Roe, together with a national publisher, multimedia design company and marketing experts
created ApexCLE.com to serve the attorney community and deliver the most convenient, highest quality
CLE video available through the internet.

Attorneys across the country and in the U.S. Virgin Islands are able to earn CLE from their computer,
iPod, Blackberry or any other device that plays video. ApexCLE created the most comprehensive delivery
system in the industry by providing programs in formats for any video device on the market including an
iPod, video phone, Zune, computer, television, DVD players and more. With ApexCLE.com, an attorney
can view a program online and immediately obtain a Certificate of Attendance verifying their
compliance with the Illinois CLE requirement.

David Roe is the Managing Director of ApexCLE.com, an attorney, author, recognized as the most
outstanding MBA graduate in the country and an award winning winemaker. He is uniquely qualified to
lead the industry based upon his diverse background including professional photography, website
design, and legal knowledge and marketing talents. He has been featured in Crain’s Chicago Business.
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For more information, contact David Roe directly at 312-399-8313 or by e-mail at DRoe@ApexCLE.com.

Graphics are available:

ApexCLE Company logo:
http://www.apexcle.com/docs/ApexCLELogo.jpg

Online Video Player image:
http://www.apexcle.com/docs/ApexCLEScreenl.jpg

Online CLE program image “Electronic Discovery”:
http://www.apexcle.com/docs/ElectronicDiscScreenl.jpg

Online CLE program image “Reading Blueprints”:
http://www.apexcle.com/docs/BluePrintScreenl.jpg

Sample video (reduced to 1/4 size):
www.apexcle.com/docs/ApexCLEPDATest.mov

More graphics and videos available upon request.
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